
October 19, 2017       

 

 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 

Administrator 

Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

 

I write today to thank you for inviting the American Coalition for Ethanol (ACE) to participate in EPA’s 

Smart Sectors Program.  We are encouraged by your expressed desire to more “meaningfully 

collaborate with regulated sectors and find sensible outcomes that better protect the environment 

and public health.” 

 

The initial kickoff meeting held October 3, chaired by Samantha Dravis of your staff, provided an 

opportunity to begin what we hope is an ongoing, open dialogue about EPA’s implementation of 

renewable fuels regulations under the Clean Air Act.  We appreciate EPA’s promise to revisit 

outdated regulations to ensure less burdensome ways to meet the same intent. 

 

This is important in the renewable fuels space, especially in the near term regarding EPA’s outdated 

interpretation of Reid vapor pressure that creates a regulatory roadblock to selling E15 year-round. 

 

Further, we believe that if EPA had the Smart Sectors program up and running prior to issuing the 

proposed renewable volume obligations for 2018 and the Notice of Data Availability discussing 

further reductions to those volumes, the Agency could have avoided much of the recent angst 

directed your way from Capitol Hill and the renewable fuels sector.  In each case, EPA would have 

benefitted from having an open dialogue with ACE and others prior to formal proposals which do not 

appear to be balanced with views from renewable fuels producers. 

 

We hope that the Smart Sectors Program is a way to minimize this bias so that EPA does not find 

itself breaking President Trump’s public commitment to biofuels and in the crosshairs of 

Congressional leaders who feel EPA is not properly implementing renewable fuel policies.  We would 

like to work with you to avoid these types of oversights in the future. 

 

Attached please find the comments we are submitting today in relation to the NODA.  Thank you 

once again for including ACE in the Smart Sector Program.  We look forward to working with you and 

your staff. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Brian Jennings, Executive Vice President 

American Coalition for Ethanol  


